
Kathleen Duggan is Of Counsel in the Firm’s San Francisco office where she practices dental and

medical malpractice defense. Her specialty practice covers areas that include medical devices,

psychiatric and pharmacology;  defending, doctors, dentists, physical therapy clinics, nurses, oral

surgeons, orthodontists, and emergency room physicians.  Kathleen also has extensive

experience in product liability; class action; and a variety of industry personal injury cases,

including the successful defense of two wrongful death cases.  Dental and Medical Board actions,

including sale of practice disputes, are also included in her practice.

With more than 20 years of experience and 18 jury trials to verdict, 200 arbitrations and

hundreds of mediations, Kathleen is a seasoned dental and medical litigator able to take a case

from its inception to trial and to post-trial appeal, as necessary.  She is adept at early case

analysis and development to obtain a swift and early case assessment to secure the best experts

and immediate case plan.  Kathleen has established strong relationships with an experienced

team of specialists, including members from each field of practice who are good expert witnesses

for both case analysis and trial testimony.

Kathleen is the author of several articles in her area of specialty and offers educational seminars

to various specialty groups, as needed. She received her law degree from Golden Gate University,

San Francisco in 1982. Prior to entering law school, she earned undergraduate degrees in biology

and nursing from California State University, San Jose and practiced as a California Registered

Nurse.  Due to her prior nursing practice and her ongoing litigation practice, Kathleen has a

strong background in pharmacology, medicine, surgery, anatomy and physiology and is able to

read and interpret radiologic films.

She is a member of the State Bar of California, the San Mateo County Bar Association and the

Bar Association of San Francisco.
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Dental Malpractice

Medical Malpractice
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Education

San Jose State University, B.S.

San Jose State University, P.H.N.

Golden Gate University School of Law, 1982 J.D.

Court Admissions

California

USDC: Northern District of California

Memberships & Associations

Bar Association of San Francisco

San Mateo County Bar Association

State Bar of California

Representative Experience

Practice Area: Dental Malpractice,  Healthcare,  Medical Malpractice 

Key Issues: Death by Form of Rare Arteriole Malformation

Venue: Los Angeles County Superior Court

Client Type: Defendant; Dentist

Allegations that following an extraction of a baby tooth, plaintiff suffered hemorrhage and died, hospital and ER

defendants, including paramedics.

Practice Area: Healthcare,  Medical Malpractice 

Key Issues: Jaw Cancer misdiagnosed. Failure to refer for pathology and testing.

Venue: Santa Cruz County Superior Court

Client Type: Defendant

Alleged failure to diagnose oral cavity turmor, metastisis and jaw mandible loss.

Result: 

Taken all the way to week prior to trial when case resolved successfully in favor of defendant.

Practice Area: Dental Malpractice,  Healthcare,  Medical Malpractice 

Venue: Santa Clara County Superior Court

Client Type: Defendant

Alleged laser/laser injury, allegedly caused by overheating bone by laser with resulting upper jaw bone loss.

Result: 

Case taken to day before trial when resolution obtained.
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